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Tree e Concerns | 


the right vſe and ordering . 
of Beer: | © 2 


| 


Nevlic made and ſet forth, according to che 


Aut hons o une experience: (Which Fn any 
Ber xretofore hath not been done) | 


To the ber, Worlhi tal Mitres 
1 Nargaret Aftley,Wife to John Afllty Eſquier, 


Maſter and Treaſurer of her Maieſties Iewels 
and Plate, and Gentleman of her H ighneſſe prinie 
Chamber.all health and profferitieith 


eteruall felicitie. 


len firſt I began (right VVV or- 
8 Heipfal to be reſolued at the 
Pl mntreatie of ſome of my very | 
good friends, (but effecialle | © 
1997 © al Por the benefite of my Coun- | 
4 rey) to publiſh this mine on | 
experience, touching the right vſe and ordering 
of Bees; 7 had no doubt of your fawourable cur- 

teſie, in vouchſafing to be the Patroneſſe of theſe 
my ſample labour, in reſpect that none heretofore 
bath done the libe. Though I doe not denie but 
long agoe many Wiſe men haue very learnedly | i 
Written of the nature of Bees:ana Virgil: in his Et . 
Bucholicks hath giuen as reaſonable arretti- | | 
| on, as cuer any before him or /a ace, and Yet nei My 
| ther he nor they, no more then they did imagine 
by naturall reaſon, as within theſe foureteene Eh AY 
| 24 Yeares Wes: 
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The Epille Dedicatorie. 
yeares baue fully prooued, But 7 am afſu- 
red, there will be more fault-finders then correc- 
tors, e moſt of ſuch whichherem haue no iudge- 
ment at all, their flomackes for the queiſines not 
able to digeſt but Carpes, it is hike that F ſhal not 
eſcape free from the frumps of Momus. There- 
fore my humble ſuite is, for that you haue had 
ſome triall of my skill,zs occaſion ſhall ſerue, that 
you Mill in my behalſe,againſt ſuch barking curs, 
remember, (this ſaying of Chaucer )Let them 
ſpeake whatthey will, but truſt well this: a 
wicked tongue will euer ſay amiſle. 7 Was 
t he rather imboldened to goe for ward with this 
profitable labour ; becauſe 7 ſee that daily euery 
trifle wanteth not either an honourable or Wor- 
ſhipfull protector, yet when I remember the ear- 
neſt deſire, which ( almoſt )) enery Patron hath 
with philed phraſes and glorious gloſes to haue 
their names extolled, and their vertues eterni- 
zed, (though it be but in an argument of follic) 
| andyet peraduenture neuer learned one leſſon to 
| deſerne it, haue nenertheleſie ſome fauourites fit 


both in reſpebt of mine 1gnorace,and meannes of 


the matter, (am ape to bee troubleſome to 
ſuch, 


for their egregious ſurquidrie, I was very loath, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
ſuch, which in their owne conceits are moſt Por- 


thie of all duetie, and onely giue credite tothoſe, 
Who ca b:ſt,or rather Worſt, pleaſe their humor. . 


— 
= 
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by flatterie. But to leaue them (and their demie 
gods) to the cenſuring of the wiſer ſort, ho will 
not iudge by the eare, but according to equitie, 
| (onel y) thoſe in mine opinion are Worthie grea- 
zeſt praiſe and commendations, that to the ad- 
uancement of trueth and benefite of their coun- 
trey,vouchſafe the patronage of the meaneſt d1ſ< 
courſe, to the furtherance whereof I dare pre- 
ſume of your ſelfe (as of any) both for your xcale 
towards God, and jaithful regard to the Welfare 
of your neighbours. And if you deigne to ac- 
cept this my poore nyte, which J offer you 
. With an vnfaigned good will, I haue 
aſmuch as I deſire, and more 


then J can deſerue. _ 
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Your Worſhips moſt bound and 
faithfull welwiller. Ed. Sout herne. 
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To the Reader. 


IT may be (right courteous Reader) 
thou wilt vpõ the firſt view of this 
Treatiſe, thinke me neither to be 


— . . . 
22 2 dire ions for the ordering of thoſe 
11888 Q ey * | | . 1 . 

3 2 creatures, who in their owne kind 


— — 


tures ſocucr the Lord hath made for the vie of man, 
and eſpecially thoſe of moſt profite, although by na- 
rare they are decked with the chicteſt ornaments for 
their defence, yet for want of guiding by man, how 
ſoone doc they goe to wracke and decay? But chiefly 
theſe moſt profitable creatures, mentioned in this 
Treatiſe, are for want of due experience greatly neg- 
lected. For I doe aſſure my ſelfe, that very fee with- 
in this realme, eſpecially of ſuch as beſt may haue any 
regard at all of Bees, and yet ho fatre Engliſh honey 
paſſeth that of other countries, ho knoweth not. But 
ſuch nice mouthes which ate good for nothing but 


to taſt Lampe oyle;crie,Oh honey, fie its fulſome: Su- 


gar, I marie, thats the fellow: and why forſooth ? be- 
cauſe far fetcht and deare bought is good for Ladies. 
No, no, England hath the blelsings of God, but the 
ingratitude of the people is ſo abominable, that vn- 
lefle ſpeedie repentance, it is to be teared ſuch an ac- 
count one day wilbe required for ſo manitoldabulcs, 
that the couetouſeſt Miſer of all ſhall not pinch at the 
reckoninꝑs. Soine againe forſooth are afraid, that of 
the leaſt droppe of honey they {hall ſurfet: whercas 

not 
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idle, nor yet wel occupied, in giuing 
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TO THE READER. 
not any one feeleth any ſurfet of a whole ſea of ſinnes: 
but to ſuch I anſwere, that neuer any that eate honey 


moderatly, did ſurfer, and thoſe that will take paines 


to cate bread with honey,(although they did cate no 
other foode)ſhould neuer ſurfet, vnleſſe it were of too 
long life. I mult confeſſe that to ſome complexions 
honey is conttarie, both for ſight and taſte: ſhall it 
therfore be accompted loathlome ? VV by then, Fleſh, 
fiſh, Butter, Cheeſe, Egs, Milke, Geeſe, Duckes, yea and 
to ſome the very ſight ot a Roſe is abominable:ſo that 
theſe might be reiected, if for one particular miſlike 


they ſhould generally be forſaken. But that honey is 


as neceſſarie in cuery reſpect as Sugar, both Chitur- 
gions, Apothecaries and Phiſitions knowe (but too 
well) and for the vſe of Waxe, how pleaſant it is both 
for lights and medicines, there is none can denye. But 
thou wilt ſay (I marie) I could like well to haue Ho- 
ney and VV axe, but I like not the ſtinging of Bees, 
how ſhall we doe for that matter? Wilt thou know, 
Firſt there is no commoditie, in regard of worldlie 


wealth, but hath ſome diſcommoditie. The Mar- 


chant before he obtaine his deſire, doth aduenture 


life and goods: and it is reaſon the Cat ſhould wet 


her feete it ſhe will cate any fiſh. Well, (ſay you)then 
of neceſsitie we muſt be ſtung with the Bees before 
we ſhall haue either Waxe or Honcy. I ſay no: for if 


thou vſe them according to the directions hereafter 


mentioned, thou needeſt not feare ſtinging: as for the 
profite that may ariſe yeately, being both law full and 
honeſt by Bees, it is more then by any other kind of 
chaffaire within the realme of England: for if you lay 
out ten pence for two hiues about the beginning of 


Iune, & put therein two ſwarmes, they can be no leſſe 
x worth 
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TO THE READER. 
worth then ten ſhillings,and your hiues againe before 
Bartholomewride followiag then indge what gaines 
alter that rate there would ariſe, if a man had but xl. 
ſtocks(or ſtalles)as ſome teatme the: for if you haue 
xl. ſtalles in the beginning of the Spring, there is no 
doubt their increaſe wil be xl. more before Bartholo- 
mewrtide following, which is in al Ixxx. and then you 
may ſell xl. and keepe xl. for increaſe, Which xl. ſo ſold | 
| will yeeld no leſſe then xl. Crowes, with your hiues | 
| againe. And beſides (as hereatter ſhall be ſhewed) you | 
may ſuffer ſome of thẽ to ſwarme twiſe, & then the | 
later ſwarme you may kil for your own ſtore(at Bar- 
tholomewtide when you ſell your other old ſtocks,) | 
& that honic & waxe wilbe the better, becauſe it is ſo | 
| 


new gathered, But now thou wilt ay, i it is not good 
to buy or ſell Bees, but rather to exchange them for 
W hecate,otherwiſe they will notproſper. Indeed I 
thinke ſuperſtition hath got ſuch deepe root among 
ſome,thatneither my perſwaſion, nor none els(vales 
it be Cabiſtrum) are ſtrong enough to pull them vp, 
| nd for ſuch I leaue to themſelues: but forthee I doe 
| verily perſwade my ſelfe, that I need not be tedious | 
in vſing long circumſtances, to induce thee to thinke 
| otherwile, but that it is as lawfull with money to | 
make any honelt commoditie, as by other meanes | 
| * whatſocuer, Thus not doubting but thou wilt (if 
thou finde any error in the penning of this treatiſe) 
be content with thine owne inſight, and charitablie 
cenſure of my faithfull meaning, I wiſh thee all the 
good bleſsings that may. 


— ˙¹ w.. ⁵⁰ . . war 


Thine ynfained friend, Ed. 
mund Southerne. 


A Treatiſe concernin 12 the right vie | 
and ordering of Bees, neuer hivirofare . 


knowne,newly ſet forth accor- 


ding to the Authors awne experience. 
y Edmond Southerne 15 93 N 


The fitteſt ground for Bees: 


Do S ſome warme plot; where there 
is leatt ſhadow betweene the and 
the Donth,Sonthweft + Wet: 
- batif there be anybetweene the 
= Caſt, NoztheaſtandNozth, it is 

the better: but this ſhadowe that 
Imeane is of trees, as Apples, 
Vlums, Cheries, ODake, Elme, oꝛ 
any other tre, except Elder oz 
Ewe: fo2 of theſe two later tres although they doe ga- 
ther, yet will they not ſettle themſelues in ſwarming 
time: neuertheleſſe, if yon haue no ſuch ground enuiro⸗ 


ned with tres as afozeſayd, vet in ſuch ground as you 


haue, vou may ſet Bes without danger, placing n as 
hereafter is expꝛeſſed. 2 


To chooſe your — Maas 


Tobe beſt time ts to haue pour biue s made about Chai 
mas, foꝛ then you may haue them better cheape, and 
frawis beit in 2 bꝛyers that they bind them 
p withall 


rere 
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withall are then ſtrongeſt, and will indure the longer: but 
in any wiſe let not your Hiues be aboue fiftene oꝛ fix- 
tene rolles at the moſt,both of great and ſmall : but if 


pour Hiues be made of twigges, as in ſome Countries 
they ble, ſo they conteine not aboue halfe a buſhel a prece, 


it is enough, 


Toprouec tide great rue cannot 
be * 


Ou are to note that when the Hiue is bigge, it will 

aſke long tune and great labour foꝛ the Bees to lll, ſo 
that the firſt yeare they cannot haue tune enough to doe 
it as they may the little Hiues: and the next peare when 
they ſhould bzeede Bees, they are buſted about filling vp 
their Pines; foz vntill the Hiues be full of Combes, they 
will not ſwarme, and then the Sp2ing being farre ſpent 
befoze they noe to bꝛerding, the ſwarmes mult nedes 
come late, which doth both endaunger the ſwarme, and 
alſo the olde ſtocke, fo2 that the olde ſtocke will haue no 
pleaſure to gather honey till the warme be gone fozth, 
which deing late, the kreſheſt flowers muſk nerdes decay 
befoze the Bees begin to wozke, whereof pꝛocedeth ma⸗ 
ny times ſuch death of Beers. 


The manner how to dreſſe * before 
you put in Bees. 


Irſt alter pou hane bought peur Dine, vou muſt with 

alittle knife pꝛoyne and cut away all the little ſuper⸗ 
finous tickling ſtrawes within ſive of the Pine, and let it 
be as (moth as is poſſible : fo2 if thoſe ſtrawes ſhould bee 
let alone, when the Bees are new put into the Piue,thep 
would ſcarſe like of it, foz that they cannot abide ſuch 
ſtrawes, no moꝛe then haires oꝛ any other ragged thing: 


oz it by chaurice they! doe tarrie in ſuch a Hine * 
ey 


W 
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they will of themſelues bee ſo long in their manner fir N 
ſcratching and biting away ſuch paltrie, that they might 7 
haue filled halle the Hiue with Ware and Honey in that 
ſpace, if it were done foꝛ them. When you haue ſo trim ⸗ 
med pour Hiue, then kake Hallowe, Willow, oz Haſell 
fickes, which being cleft in the middle and cleane ſhauen, 
pou map put fire parcels into a Hiue, that is to ſav, two a 
croſſe foure fingers bꝛeadth within ſide, and the other 
koure parcels from the top to the mouth, being ſticked 
kaſt bet weene the ſquares of the croſſe ſtickes, is the beſt 
wap yon can ſpzay your Vine, both foꝛ eaſe fo2 the Bees, 
and alſo fo2 ſtaying the Combes within ſide: and then, 
Fennell, Dake, Elme, oꝛ Aſhen leaues being dipped in 
faire water with a little honey, beſpꝛinkle the Hiue, oꝛ if 
vou want honev, a little milke, if you haue no milke, faire 
water will ſerue fo a ſhift, and when pon haue ſo done 
put in your Bes, and they wil tarrie: but if you haue no 
new Hiues readie, then you may take an old Hine and 
vſe that as afoꝛeſaid. But if your Bes beſo froward that 
they will not tarrie in any Hiue, then take your Hiue 
whether it be old oꝛ new, and pull out the ſtickes and put 

therein two handfuls of Barley oꝛ Peaſe, but Mault is 

the beſt if vou haue it, and let a Hogge, a Pigge oꝛ a Dow 

eate it, turning the Hine with your hands as he cateth, 2 

that the froth which he maketh in eating may remaine in = 

the Hiue, then wipe the Hine againe lightly with an od 

wollen oꝛ linnen cloath, then thꝛuſt in pour ſtickes as a⸗ 

foꝛeſayd, and ſo the Biers benig put in they will ande 
ö without further trouble: but this is ſpecially to be done 
to an old Hiue rather thenanewe, and you map doe it a 

day oꝛ two befoze vou occupie it, and it will ſerue well 


* _— „ — — PX ol —ä]— — —— - 


= 
4% * —— —— — -e 
* 
3 


| 
| B 2 To 
| | | 


A Treaiiſe concerning 


To — your Bees! in your Carden, or 
Any other ground. 


| F du haue no ſuch ground, as befo2e I ſpake of, then 

the beſt vou can ſpare vou may ſet them in, where they 
may haue the Sunne the longeſt part of the day, if it be 
pollible, from ſeuen of the clocke in the moꝛning till foure 
in the akternwne. ir not, leſle while will not greatly hurt: 
but be ſure when vou place them, let them ſtand within 
two fate of the ground, whereby the winde ſhal not haue 
ſo much power ouer them as other wiſe it would, and let 
the ſtone oꝛ boꝛd whereon they ſtand, be at the leaſt two 
bandfuls bꝛoader then the Hiue, fo2 that the Bees may 
haue rome enough to light vpon when they come home 
loaden, eſpecially in a windy day: and alwaies kerpe the 
ground within a yard compaſle of pour Hiues ſo bare as 
pon can ; fo: if there ſhould graſſe oꝛ wirdes grow about 
the Hiues, it would trouble the Bers paſſage to and fro: 
and beſides, if any ſhould be beaten downe with the wind, 
t would hinder their riſing agame. Further, vou mut 
be ſure to ſtop them vp round with ſand oꝛ clay, and Cow 
dung tempered together, leauing directly towards the 
South a hole foꝛ their paſſage in and out, but in any wiſe 
let the Hiue ſtand ſo cloſe to the ſtone oꝛ bo2d as you can, 
ſo that the hole map be verynarrow, and ſo narrow as is 
poſſible, the Bees hauing eaſie entrance: but of the oꝛder 
fo2 ſtopping them Hall be ſpoken hereafter: pet this J 
muſt put you in minde ol, that by pour s wne reaſon if the 
hole ſhould be wide, and t the Hiue ſtand to high from the 
bod oꝛ ſtone, either Mice, Snayles, oꝛ ſome other vermin 
might get in, and ſo deſtroy the Bees: but although the 
hole muſt be narrow, vet it may be of a reaſonable length, 
acco2ding as pou thinke beſt, vnleſſe it be at ſome ſpeciall 
times hereaffer expꝛeſſed. Now, foꝛ that J aduiſe pon to 


turne the hole towards the South, the reaſon is, foꝛ that 


the ordering of Bees: \ 


the South wind neuer bloweth ſo told as other winds, 
and therefoꝛe is moꝛe kinder koꝛ them: and fo; that the 
Dunne being hottelk in the South, it is a great heipe to 
make them ſwarme the ſoner. Alſo pot are to note, that 
in a peece of ground being not paſt a quarter of an gere. 
pou may not place aboue foꝛtie Tockes, with their in- | 
creaſe fo2 one Sommer at the molt, and thoſe ſtockes to 
be ſet at the leaſt thꝛer fote aſunder koꝛ feare of infection 
by ſtanding to nigh together. And heſides, as many times 
it happeneth, (by occaſton of weather) ik aſ warme ſhould | 
riſe and goe home agame, and fo ſtap till weather be fat- | 
rer, the manner of their going home is ſo thic ke, that if the 
ffockes ſhould ſtand nigh one another, it would be very 
dangerous, becauſe then one ſtall oꝛ ſtocke would fight 
with another, which in the end would be hurtkull to all 
the whole companie: and foꝛ infecting each other, vou 
map aſfured ih be perſwaded, foꝛ if in Sommer euenings 
pon walke amongſt them, vou ſhall fnell a very ſtrong 
ſauour iſſuing out of the Hines , which although enerp 
Hine in himſelfe doe not dillike, yet one of another they 
vtterly abhozre, acco2dingto the old groſſe pꝛouerbe: E- 
uery mans ownefilthis ſweete, And whereas J haue ſayd 
befo2e that vou may place foꝛtie ſtockes (with their in⸗ 
creaſe foꝛ one Sommer ) in a quarter oft an acre of ground, 
my meaning is, that if vou haue foꝛtie ſtockes ſtanding in 
ſuch apeece of ground about the beginning of Apꝛill, then 
vou may be ſure befoze Midſomer to haue of thoſe loꝛtie, 
fo:tie moꝛe, all which you may place in ſuch a peece toge- | 
ther: hut the at Bartholomewtide vou muſt ſell fo2tic ok 
them, and lo leaue but loꝛtie, oꝛ cls befoꝛe the next Spꝛing 
to remoue all ont of that pœce but foꝛtie, and ſet them in 
ſome other place: foꝛ if you ſhould leanefoureſco2e in ſuch 
alittle pece of ground together, it would be verytrouble⸗ 
ſome to vou in the ſ warming time. Further, if pour dwel⸗ 
ling be nigh any Riuer which is bꝛoade, and that molt ok 
the fade which Bees doe gather, lieth ouer that Niuer, 
15 3. there 
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there Bos will ſcarſe pꝛoſper, vnleſſe you can place them 
on the Southſide of the Rtuer,fo2 that Bees will ſeldome 
oꝛ neuer flye 202th ward from their houſes to ſeeke their 
fode:; and although vou doe place them on the Southſide 
of the Riuer, if it be ſuch a Riuer that maketh any noyſe 
in the running, your Bees will uot pꝛoſper, becauſe they 
cannot abide ſuch nopſe, and beſides, water is a great ene⸗ 
mie to Bees: ſoꝛ if by chaunce by the winde they ſhould 
be blowne downe into any water, they cannot riſe again, 
vnleſte they happen to take hold ok a leafe, ſticke, oꝛ ſome 
other thing that ſwimmeth aboue the water to eaſe them. 
Further, vou muſt be ſure to place them ſo farre as you 
can from any noyſe, eſpecially of bels, he wing ol timber, 
oꝛ other great noyſes whatſoeuer, fo: that they will in no 
wiſe pꝛoſper but decap, elpecially in winter time where 
there is ſuch noyſe: fo2 vou are to note, that in winter 
time llerpe doth Bees aſmuch god as their meate, becauſe 
in Sommer thepncucr fleepe, and ſo long as they ſlepe 
they defire not to eate, which they would, beingalwayes 
awake, which maketh them hungrie, and they would not 
awake once in thꝛer oꝛ foure daies, were it not foꝛ nopſe: 
and J haue p2oued that one faire ſunſhine day in winter 
doth Bees almuch harme, and maketh them conſume 
moꝛe of their fode then ten foule dates, becauſe on the 
fatre day they doe awake and play abꝛoade, and ſo become 
hungrie, whereas otherwiſe they would eepe, and if they 
doe awake on a foule dap, vet they would not eate a quar⸗ 
ter ſo much as on a faire day, becauſe they cannot goe as 


hꝛoad. 


The maner of the Bees breeding; 


Df of the ancient-witers hold opinion, that they 
layenges,andfit vpon them fiue and fo2tie dates be⸗ 


M 


foze they become Bees: but how farre therein they are 
deceiued common experience teacheth: fo2 that after an 
old ſtocke hath once lwarmed, within nine daies he will 

ſwarme 
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warme againe. Tuſh ( ſay poi) thoſe that tome after may 
be a remainder of the firſt bꝛode, and being nat full fledge 
come after. Milt thou knowe another reaſon About 
Wrhitſontide J haue had aſwarme, the which J haue put 
into an emptie Miue, wherein hath been neither honey 
noꝛ waxe, and that ſwarme within fifteene dates hath 
bꝛought another, (how ſaieſt thou to this:) this is a com- | 
mon thing, though not necellarie fo2 pzofite, vet ſufficient 
to pꝛoue that they ſit not fine and foꝛtie dates: but the 
truth is, at the beginning of Apꝛill when all the holes be 
enmptie, and that there is ſome fode to be gathered a⸗ 
b2zoad,they fall to ſtrengthening of their C ombes, and to | 
mending of ſuch places as are amiſſe, and to clenſing of 
the filthlrom amongſt their Combes, all which they will 
haue done befoꝛe mid May, and then they begin to blow, 
as a Flye oꝛ Waſpe doth, in one hole, ſauing that Flyes 
and Maſpes gather no honey, foꝛ the Flyes pong ones 
are nouriſhed by the fleſh wherein they are blowne, and 
the Waſpes by the earth wherein they are bꝛed: but the 
Bees (as I lay) after they haue blowne in one hole, they 
fill the next with honey, and ſo go thoꝛough the Combes 
one hole full ot honep, the other oꝛ a pong Ber, and of that 
honey the pong Bers are neuriſhed till they come to full 
ede is in fifteenc dates at the bitermod 


That tt is not i to Kill 
the Dron es. f 


any men holde that it is den necellarie to deftrop | 
N Ithem, e thereto deuiſe ſundꝛy inſtruments fo2 the ac- | 
compliſhing of ſo great a follp, but abone all, one . Hill 
of London in his boke intituled, The Gardners Labyrinth, 
ſheweth . agen J would ſay)how it ſhould 
be done. Saith he, take one of y Dꝛones x pul off his legs, | 
and one of his wings, t put him into the Hine againe, c as 
ſane as the Bees perceiuey, paclently they will fail vpon 
the 
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the reſt and ſo kill them all. But by yout leaue (god Pai 
ſter Hill) pour aduite will pꝛoũe true, when foꝛ the death 
of one thete albother will ceafe ſealing: : mary this 4 
thinke, that if you catch enery Dꝛone and ſerue him ſo, it 
is likely they will fone dye: ſoꝛ after ſuch a manner Sko- 
gin taught the old wiues to kili fleas, But in truth who⸗ 
ſoeuer doth vſe oꝛ pꝛactiſe the deſtrus ion ol Dꝛones, ſhall 
neuer haue pꝛofite by Bees: foꝛ although the Dꝛones la⸗ 
bour not abzoade, vet that which the other Bees bꝛing 
home, they doe bath helpe ta woꝛk into Combes, and alſo 
to vnloade the Bees of their burthens, ſo that their woꝛk 
within is as neceſſarie as the others abꝛoad: mary J de⸗ 
nie not bat they be great eaters and denourers, but in re⸗ 
guitall of that they doe wonderkull god ſeruice: foꝛ in 
winter they lying amongſt the other Bees keepe them 
verp warme, and alſo as occaſion ſcrueth, doe ſcoure and 
tlenſe the Comibes ahoue, ſo that the filth falleth down to 
the bozd, Where. vnleſſe it be taken away, as hereafter 
ſhall be ſhe wed, it will doe great harme: and when there 
are td many Dꝛones in a Hiue, and that the Bes per» 
ceifie (as by nature they kuow) that they are hindered by 
them, then the Bees of themſelues will kill ſo many as 
thepthnke god, ſo that J haue ſeene at leaſt a pint lpe 
dead dnder a Hiue at once; and this they haue alwaies 
done, and ſo will euer continue, as occaſion ſerueth, with⸗ 
out Pater Hils aduice, as I haue often ſixne my ſelfe, and 
thewed it to diners, but eſpeciallyto this honozable and 
well minded Gentlewoman, vpon whoſe rare vertues 
and ſingnlar curteſte Jhane pꝛeſumed foꝛ the Patroneſſe 
of this Treatiſe, without gining any notice to her of it, 


vntill it was 11 the pzelle, 


To 11 your Bees] in 11 Warming time. 


Fa ct when von vercetne a warme begin to riſe, it were 
not amiffe to go and hold vp the ſtocke from whencs 
ep 
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they come, whereby the Bees will quickly come fw2th, | 
and then you maybe ſure they will not goe farre but ſettle 
p2eſently,(alwates pꝛouided that it is the greateſt negli⸗ 


gence not to haue a Hiue readie befoze you muſk needes | 
otccupie it), But if foꝛ feare of ſtinging thou wilt not hold 


vp the ffocke, then thou maieſt let them come foꝛth at 


leiſure: but 4 do aſſure thee, thy life fo2 mine, that at ſuch 
a time they will not ſting, becauſe they haue moꝛe minde 
to hearken after their fello wes then otherwiſe , ko my 


part, haue ſtod and held vp the olde ſtockes when the 
ſwarmes haue ben comming foꝛth, and yet was neuer 


tung, although they haue lien as thicke vpon my bare 
hands and face as 1s poſſible, but this J ſay thou maieſt 
choſe to doe. When the ſwarme is vp it is not god to 
ring them, as ſome doe, nay it ts a common thing where 
there is no experience, to kepe a ſtirre and lap on either 


with a Baſon, Rettle, oꝛ Frying pan, taking( as the com⸗ 


mon pꝛouerbe is) great paines, and haue little thankes: 


further to ſettle, then other wiſe they would, oꝛ els crerpe 


cloſe to the bodie of a tr, which muſt nerdes be trouble⸗ 


ſome, foꝛ that they cannot abide ſuch noyſe. Some againe 


ple to cat water vp amongſt them, which on the other 


ſide is as bad: fo2 that as J haue ſapd, water is an enemie 
to Beers, and is one chiet cauſe that maketh ſo many Beers 
flye into hollow tres, and ſo are loſt by thoſe that knowe 


not how to get them out. The beſt is, when theſwarme / 


is come foꝛth, if it be not very windie, to caſt ſome duff 
vp amongſt them, and a little now and then to whiſtle is 
as much as needeth : oꝛ if they begin to flye very high, 
which is a token of going farre, which will be very ſel⸗ 
dome, it is but thꝛo wing a little hogs dung, o an old hat 
oꝛ à cap amongſt them, and they will come dowue pꝛe⸗ 
ſently and ſettle, and by this meanes they will not bo an⸗ 
grie, fo that thouſyalt not be ſtung at all, vnleſſe thou 
ſtrike at them with thy hands, and goe about them boy⸗ 


C ſteroullp, 


fo2 by ſuch meanes they make the Bees angrie, and goe 


n ?i?4 
edt 4 ue) fi 


| 
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ſteroully, but goe oꝛderluto thein, and thou ſhalt finde 


tem as gentle as ſiæpe, with much nioze p2ofite,fo2 thy 


ſhepeaſke attendance all Sommer, and pꝛouiſion of fod- 
der againſt UWinter, whereas thy Beers aſke but one mo⸗ 
neths attendance at all, which is in Son mier, and pet no 
pꝛouiſion againſt Winter, And bcſides; there is neuer 
loſe in Bees as there is in ſhxpe, pet if by chaunce thon 
ſhouldeſt be ſtung at onetime oꝛ other, it would hurt nei⸗ 
ther life noꝛ limme J warrant thee ; and foꝛ to ſtint the 
paine which is but momentarie, take but a Sage leafe, 
Cabbage leafe, oꝛ pœce of a Docke leafe, and rubbe it, it 
will ſone ceaſe: foꝛ J aſſure thee, vnleſſe thou greatly 
vꝛge it, a Ber will not ſting, foꝛ that by nature ſheknow- 
eth that it is hurtfull to none but her ſelfe: foꝛ by ſtinging 
the loleth both her ſting and entrailes, whereof within 
twodates at the moſt the dyeth ; yet ſome will ſay they 
afterward line a become Dꝛones: but that I know to be 
contrarie,fo2 the Dꝛone is a luſtie great ſtrõg Bee, farre 
bigger then another Ber, and lieth al day labouring in the 
Hiue, vnleſſe it be an haure oz two in the afternone that 
he commeth fo:th to play, and there is not ſo few as thzre 
92 foure hundꝛeth Dꝛones ina Hine, and indeed they haue 
no ſtings, which is pꝛoper to them in b2eeding, foꝛ of 
Dꝛones, Dꝛones doe bꝛeed, and of other Bees atcoꝛding⸗ 
lv, and this J am aſſured of, But that another Bee ſhould 
become a D2oneafterſhe hath loſt her entrailes, is as vn⸗ 
likely as if one ſhouldd2zawa Dwarffes guts ont of his 
bellie, he would afterward become a Giant: foꝛ many 
times J haue found Bees dead befoꝛe the Hiues, and they 
haue had no ſtings noꝛ guts. But if thou perceiue two 
warmes riſing together, then thou mult of neceſſitic, if 
thouloke to haue any pꝛoſite of them, go and hold vp one 
of the ſtocks, that the Bers mav come out quickly, x ſtick 
a fewe bowes afoꝛe the other, and hang a white cloath oz 
thete vpon the bowes to hinder their comming out, 4 fo 
ſone as halfe the firlt are ſetled, pop them into a Biue, 


and 
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and carry themintoaco2ner a god way off, and though it 
were halle a mile their fellowes would finde them: but a 
quaytes caſt off is enough, and then pou may let the other 
haue their full libertie, although it be ſeldome that two 
ſ warmes doe ariſe iuſt together: yet if they doe, without 
gad herd, they will ſettle together, and then they will not 
be lo god as oneſwarme : loꝛ though they doe tarrie toge⸗ 
ther + labour, vet it is in ſuch contẽpt one of another, that 
they wil neuer thꝛiue noꝛ mereaſe, ⁊ vet it is vnpoſſible to 
part them, as hereafter ſhalbe ſhewed, Whereas J haue 
ſaid befoze that Dꝛones come nat abꝛoad, vnleſſe it be an 
houre oꝛ two in theafternone, that I meaneot the oꝛdi⸗ 
narie rule ot the Dꝛones themſelues. But when there is 
a ſwarme riſing, whether it be in the koꝛencne oꝛ after- 


none, there wil diuers Dꝛones go with them, 2 J vercly | 


thinke that the ſwarmes are rather led by thoſe Dꝛones, 
then one particular maſter Ber, as ſome fanevꝛloꝛ if there 
ſhould be a matter Ber to gofozth with the warme, who 
chall rule the olde ſtocke ? Then thou wilt ſay, there is a 
mater Be fo? the ſtocke, z another foꝛ the fmarme, then 
it is not likely there is a king: foꝛ that loue ⁊ᷣpꝛincipalitie 


like no equalitie, theretoꝛe not two kings: but I ſav, no: 


king ndꝛ maſter, but certaine leaders a ſo thou muſt ſay; 
oz els deceiue thy ſelt, oꝛ els wilfully think there be many 
maſters in one hiue,foꝛ X haue ſcne dure ſ warmes come 
out of one hiue:ſo p by this I think thou wilt ſap with me 
there be many leaders, no one maſter. Fo2-if thou dꝛiue 
tepe,oren;ſwine,o2 any other cattell, ſome muſt needes | 
go befoze leade, oꝛ els ali ſtand ſtill, vet amongſt them 
thou allo well no maſter but the owners, neither willing⸗ 
ly wouldeſt thou haue thẽ ſcrine foꝛ maſtet hip: no moꝛe 
is it amongſt Bers, foꝛ where the firſt ſtw, the laſt will 
ſay: but foꝛ that I think the Bes to be ledby ß Dꝛones, 
is, becauſe the Dꝛones are ſtrong x luſtie, and haue great 
wings, and are ſwilter then the Wees, and kerpe greater 

be koꝛmoſt, and the 


nonſe, and therekoꝛe are beſt able to g 


weaker and ſloweſt to followe after. 
C2 That 
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Thattwoſwarmes will nor 


be parted. 


* is ſometime (in my fathers daies)thzough my neglt- 
rence J haue pꝛoued, and haue been-cudgelled after- 
ward foꝛ my labour: although J knowe ſome that will 
face it ont with oathes that they will eaſily be parted: but 
how vntruely they ſpeake, J deſire no better witneſſes 
then their owne conſcience, I remember a place in Wor- 
ceſtet ſhire within the Uale of Eveſham; called Honeys 
borne, where dwelt an olde Wickar which toke great 
pleaſure in Bes, and they triple requited his curtes 
ſie at his owne tcommaund: on a time there came to him 
two of his neighbours with cap in hand and a low curt⸗ 
ſie, deſiring maſter Wickar to giue each ol them a lwarme 
of Beers: he ſeeing himſelle ſo gently intreated, graunted 
their requeſts, and pꝛomiſed very thoztlytoperfo2me it: 
within a weeke after it fo2tuned that the Uickarhadtwo 
ſwarmes role and ſetled together, he with his ſkill pars 
ted them, and put them into two Hiues, and in the eue⸗ 
ning ſent fo2 the two men his netghbours, who dwelt a a 
mile aſunder, and gaue them their warmes: onthe next 
moꝛning about eight aclock, one of the poꝛe mens daugh⸗ 
ters going into the garden to ſer their new Btes, pertei⸗ 
uing them very buſie about the Niue, ran in and told her 
father their ne we Bees were a ſwarming: with that the 
god man comming ta loke, found his Bees readte to bid 
him farewell, and ſo they did, he followed them, and they 
bꝛought him to the other mans houſe and ints the garden, 
where they all went into thole Beers from whence they 
were parted the day befoze $ vpon this the two poꝛe men 
fell out, knowing not the cauſe of the matter. Quoth one, 
What a ſpiteful malitious knaue art thou to bꝛing thy 
Beers to kill mine, becauſe thou mighteſt not haue al. ay 
(quoth the other) lo kes ſap thy wile is a Witch, and ſo 
am 
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am ſure ſhe is, fo2 ſhe hath bewifched my Bees to thine, 
becauſe thou wouldeſt haue all, Then Waſter Uickar 
he was made acquainted with their bꝛawles, he knowing 
wherof the matter pꝛocckded, gaue him that loſt his Beers 

another ſwarme, and ſo ended the matter betwern them. 
Thus vou ſœ, though they were parted fo2 one whole 
night, and were carried a mile aſunder, yet how they came 
together: therkoꝛe at ſuch a time ol necellitie, who would 
not be glad to pꝛeuent ſuch an inconuemence, which can 
be done none other wiſe then as bekoꝛe J haue thewed, 


That it is not good to haue more then one 
{x 9 of a Hiue. 


CDmeare ſo couetous, that they thinke themſelues very 
happie, if they may haue foure o2 fine ſwarmes in a 
peare out of one Hiue, J would know what Eſops dogge 
got by his couetouſneſſe, loke in his Fables and there 
vou ſhall finde: fo2 that J am ſure there was neuer in⸗ 
creaſe of Bees, where there was ſuch deſtre of their de- 
ſtruction. By 'realon is this, when vou haue had one 
ſwarme, that is naturall, and then the old Bees goe to 
bꝛeeding againe, but not in ſuch quantitie as befoze, as 
vau map dailp perteiue by thoſe after ſwarmes oꝛ caſt 
lings: foꝛ in truth the old Bees doe onely byeed thoſe af- 
ter b2zodes foꝛ to helpe them, becauſe that pong Bes are 
moꝛe freſh and luſtie to labour, and thꝛough want of hel⸗ 
ping the old ſtocke, ſo ſone as the yong Bees are able to 
flie abꝛoad, and fœling the aire to be moze pleaſant then 
their old bꝛeeders, like bꝛainſicke youths runne out head⸗ 
long to their owne deſtruction, and ſo foꝛce the old Bees 
to fall a bꝛeding agatne, and they likewiſe foꝛ want of 
helpe by man to the old ſtocke, llie out as the other befo2e 
did, and by this meanes they are ſure themſelues neuer to 
be able to gather honey to finde them halfe a winter, and 


the old ſtockes they neuer haue pleaſure in gathering, ſo 
C 3 lang 
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long as they are foꝛced to bꝛckde, ; when they haue done 
bꝛere ing, and would gather, the pere wil beſo farre ſpent, 
that moſt of the freſheſt flowers will be kaded, whereby 
they are endaungered. And if ſome of the olde ſtockes be 
great labourers, and thꝛough their labour get enough to 
finde themſelues, vet towards Bartholeomewtide when 
the weather beginneth to ware cold, becauſe poi ſuffered 
them to ſwarme lo often, there will be but a fewe Berg 
left, ſo that they cannot kpe that honey in a god tempe⸗ 
rature which befoꝛe they had gathered: foꝛ if there be not 
Bees enough to kwpe the honey within the Hine warme, 
when the weather, thꝛough the time cf the peare, begin⸗ 
neth to cole the honey within the Combes, the honey 
warcth hard, and then pꝛeſently the Beers fozſake it, fo2 
they had rather dye then tarrie with it: whereok it com⸗ 
meth, that many times peu ſhall finde (as J haue often 
ſcene amongſt ſuch ignoꝛant people) ſtockes full of waxe 
and honey, and not a Ber within it, but by reaſon of their 
te bones haue diſperſed themſelues, and no queſtion dyed; 
But foꝛ ſuch ſfockes as vou purpoſe to kill at Bartholo⸗ 
mewtide, vou may the Sommer befo2elet them ſwarme 
twilc, and ſo take them and their after warmes, #onelp 
keepe the firſt warme foꝛ increaſe. But if vou defire in⸗ 
creaſe of Bets, then J affure you one ſwarme ot a ſtocke 
is enough: and il vou thinke after pour olde ffocke hath 
once ſwarmed that he will arme againe, vou may with 
thꝛee bꝛickes vnderlay the Hine, laving the bꝛickes vpon 
the boꝛd oꝛ ſtone whereon the ſtocke ſtandeth, and lift vp 
the ſtocke and ſet it vpon the bꝛickes, laying the bꝛickes 
round one a pꝛety way oſt another, like the feet of a triuet 
o2 bꝛandyꝛon, and ſo let the Pine ſtand till it be towards 
Bartholomewtide, at which time pou may ſet it dswne 
againe, and take away the bꝛickes and ſtap it vp, as here⸗ 
a is expꝛeſſed, and ſo long as thoſe bucks lye there, the 

og will not warne, but labour faſter then they did be⸗ 
— but this is to be * to ſuch ſtockes as you fr des 
a Axons 


a 
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firons to rep fo2 increaſe, but fo? thoſe which you meatte 
10 kill, you may let them i warme once oꝛ twiſe, as is bes 
oe ſhewed, 


Ihat it is not good to driue Bees. 8 


he common vfe of dꝛiuing Bers, is about Pidſommer, 

but how they benefitc that vie it, is eaſie to be known: 
fo2 when they haue dꝛiuen them, they ſhall not find much 
honey in the Combcs,fo2 that᷑ moſt of the holes then will 
be full of poung Bees like maggets, and then the putting 
out of the Bees from their houſes, which are readie fur- 
niſhed, and to dꝛiue them into an emptie Hiue is ſuch a diſ⸗ 
couragement to them, that although they doe begin to la⸗ 
bour afterward, yet will they neuer thꝛiue, neither vet 
could I euer heare of any that lined one yeare after they 
were dꝛiuen, noꝛ will they gather a quarter of that honey 
into an emptie Hiue, as they would haue done into their 
olune, if they had been let alone:the reaſon is, becauſe then 
they are foꝛced to gather Ware and ane w to wozke it, 
which befo2e in their owne was readie done. And alſo by | 
naturall reaſon pou may conſider, that what man o2 wo⸗ 
man ſoeuer ſhould be turned out of their lands, gods and 
houſes, the which befoꝛe they had truely gotten, + ſhould 
be foꝛced to labour againe, they would rather become de⸗ 
ſperate: and beſides, ſome Bers are ſo froward that they 
wilbnot labour, but fight with their fellowes, and where 
they can ouertome, robbe x ſpoyle to their owne deſtruc⸗ 
tion, ⁊ as many as they ſhall ſo robbe and fight withall. 


That it is not good to feed Bees. 


His alſo is a common thing, and the onely hurt that 
one can doe to their Bees: fo2 J aſſure pon, you can 


b 


deniſe no loſſe in Bes but by feeding them fo) there- 
by pou ſpend your honey, time, loſe your labour; and 
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in the end deſtroy your Bees. y reaſon is this. Firft 
naturally you knowe, that what man o2 woman taking 
no paines, nd hauing all things bꝛought to them, if inthe 
end they ſhould haue nothing but what they got by la⸗ 


bour, it would ſone end their dates, Next, the honey vou 


giue them is not kind, by reaſon of the hardneſſe and your 
handling ok it, which when they ſhall come to gather 
kreſh, will make them ſcoure and be ſicke, which is the de⸗ 


ſtruction of mau of them. Further, when you nine ouer 


leeding of them, they will labour abꝛoad ſo long as there 
g any thing to be had, but yet they will lay vp nothing in 
ſcoꝛe againſt winter: foꝛ when they can get nothing a⸗ 


bꝛoad, they will ſeke to robbe and ſpoyle others, and in 


the end they wil vtterly pine away: ſo that J neuer knew 
any that fed Bees, but beloꝛe one yeare came to an ende 
the Bers dyed, and if they had not fed them they could 
haue but dyed. Neuertheleſle, if thou wilt but follow mp 
directions hereafter expꝛeſſed, thou ſhalt neuer nerde to 
ferde thy Bers, and thou ſhalt be ſure they will not dye foz 
want of fwode, 


— 


To make your Bees ſtrong 
and luſtie. 


A Bout the latter ende of March, if you percette your 

Beks to bee faint,and that they goe but lowly to and 
fro, then buy a aroateſwozth of Olibanum, which pou ſhal 
haue at the Apothecaries, of the which pou may take a 
little (being bꝛuſed in a mozter) and caſt it on a Chafing⸗ 
dich of coales, and hold that ſtocke which is faint ouer it, 
that the ſmoake of the Olibanum may aſcend vp into the 
Combes amongſt the Bers, and if you can get any dꝛied 
Cowdung, you may lay a little vpon the Chalingdiſh of 
coales with the Olibanum, and ſo the ſmoake of that, with 


the Ollbanum together, will be ſomewhat the better: and 
this you map doe to oe of pour ſtockes as vou thinł 


god, 
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god, and it will make them endure the ſharpnes of the 
weather much better, and then ſet them downe againe in 
their places and let them ſtand. One groateſwoꝛth of O- 
libanum will ſerue foztie ſtsckes, if need be. 


The ſigue to know when thy Bees 
will warme. 


he ſureſt ſigne that euer J could perceiue fo2 the ſirit 
ſwarmes, was, in the euenings J would goe and lay 
mine eare to the mouthes of the old ſfockes, and hearzen 
which kept moſt noyſe, and then after ward hearken as 
gaine, and that ſtocke which left off from kærping ſuth a 
noyſe at the mouth, and made moſt noyſe aboue in the 
Dine, would bee ſure the next day to warme, it the wea⸗ 
ther were any thing faire. But foꝛ your after -ſ warmes 
o2 caſtlings, there is a generall rule to knowe when they 
will warme: foꝛ in Sommer euenings, if vou lay pour 
eare to the Hiue, pou ſhall heare one Be make a noyſe as 
it were the ſound of a little Bugle hozne , and when that 
hath done, another will anſwere ina moze lower note: 
and thus they two will crie one after ansther till they 
ſwarme, and this yon ſhall heare in ſome old ſfocks ſomes 
times befoze the firſt ſwarme, vet veryſeldome, ' 


To make your ſwarmes come out of 
a hollow tree. 


LD ſoneas your Bees are gone into y tre, if the free be 
hollow beneath where y Bees went in, then you muſt 
with an Auger boꝛe a hole about a fate and a halfe be- 


neath them, and thꝛuſt in a pece of match, being kindled, 
at the hole which vou boꝛed, and the ſmoake of the match 
will pꝛeſently dꝛiue them foꝛth where they went in: but. 

if the tree be not hollowe beneath where the Beers went 
in, then you muſt boze a hole a fote and a halfe aboue the, 
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and th2uſf fn your match where they went in, and they 
will fozthwith come out at that hole which you bozed, 
and without doubt pzeſently will ſettle, and not offer to 
goe into any hollowe tre againe after they be once dif- 
eaſde: if poit haue no match, vou may take hap, oꝛ any o⸗ 
ther thing that will ſmoake, and not flame : and this you 


map doe although they haue been in the tre foure and 


twentie houres, and it will bꝛing them foꝛth: but if they 


haue been in aboue two daies, they will rather be ſmothe⸗ 


red then part from that which they haue gathered: as 
once J pꝛoued in Eſſex at the honourable Sir Henry 
Grayes, where they told me the Beers had bern in the tree 
but thꝛer daies, and J pzactiſing my ſkill, ſawe them lye 
ſmothered, vet would not come foꝛzth, whereas J befoze, 
at the leaſt foꝛtie times, in other places bꝛought fozth 
thoſe which had been in hollowe tres almoſt foure and 
twentie houres , by the meanes afoꝛeſapd. And this 
(though it be ſeldome ſcene that Bees will take into hol- 
low tres) Jam ſure will bꝛing them fo2th, ſo that pou 
may take them in as god ſozt as if they had not gone in 
At all. we 


To know whether your Bees 
Will liue or dye. 


A Bout BartholomeWwtide you muſk popſe cuery ſtocke 

betwene pour hands, and ſomany as to your judges 
ment weigh abone thꝛe and twentic pounds, you map be 
ſtire will liue all that winter following, and with ſuch oꝛ⸗ 
dering as is hereafter ſet do wne, warme the next Som- 
mer: mary if they weigh but two pound leſſe, they will 
very hardly eſcape: foꝛ you muſt note that if they ſhould 
welgh not paſt one and twentie potmd, there will ſire 
pound at leaſt be in the hiue, if it were made but of cleane 
ſtraw, and you muſt allowe foꝛ Ware and other things 


within the Hiue at leaſt thꝛe pounds waight, ſo that vou 


would 
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ſhould not haue abane thirtenc pounds waight in honey, 
which is about flug quarts, and that will ſuffice to AL 
one ſtocke all the Winter and ſpare. But if pour Hiues 


be made of other kinde of ſtuffe, and not ſtrawe, then you 


muſt obſerue whether vou thinke there be in the Hine ta 
the quantitie of fine quarts ofhonepo2no : if pea, it is e⸗ 
nough to kæpe them: it no, the beſt is at that time when 
vou poiſe them, pꝛeſently to kill them and take that which 
they haue, then to let them alone andfede them, and in 


the end to haue thein dye, and ſo loſe your labour and all. 
If the hiue be but a pꝛetie little hiue, then il you can ima⸗ 
gine it to weigh but ten pound, hiue and all conſidered, 


To vſe your Bees atBartholomewrtide, 


\ | killed and ſolde ſo many as pou thinke good, thoſe 
which you meane tokeepe.fo2 increaſeyoumult vſe them 
after this manner. Firſt lift vp enery ſfocke, and\weepe 


cleane vnder them, then ſet downe your ſfocke againe, 
and be ſure with clay, oꝛ ſand and Cowdung tempered to- | - 


gether, to ſtop them vp cloſe round about, leauing a hole 


no bigger then as one Bee at once may goe in and out: foz 
that about this time the robbers ſerke about to ſpoyle ſa 


man as they can, Sommer being paſt, and nothing to be 
got ab2oad, they are dꝛiuen to ſeeke where it is, toy great 
hurt ol many Bees which are not holpẽ to pꝛeuent them: 
fo2theſe robbers moſt commonly are ſuch Bees as were 
fed in the Winter befoze, and ſome other old lazie Bees 


which haue taken no paines all the Sommer; but as the 
pꝛouerbe is, from hand to mouth, now they ſerke p ſpoyle 


of others: therfoꝛe, as J haue ſald, 5 hole being no bigger, 
their entrance is hindered, fo2 then one true Bee within 


iD 2 will 


there is no doubt but they will live without feeding: foz | 
of all things belonging to Bers, to ferde then is the grea⸗ 


en pou haue poiſed pour ſtockes, as afoꝛeſayd, and 
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willkepe out an hundzedthefe Bes without: fo2 rob- 
bers will not enter by one at once; noꝛ meddle with that 
Hiue where they can haue no eaſter paſſage, but their de- 
light is to goe to an open Hiue, oꝛ to à Hiue where the 
hole is ſomewhat bigge, where there mult be eight oꝛ 
nine Bees at the leaſt to kepe it; to ſuch a Hiue oꝛ ſtock 
the robbers will come a dozen together, and ſo with 
ſhufling and ſtriuing together, many of them get in: foz 
although one Ber of one Hiue cannot abide another of 
the next to tome into his, vet theſe robbers, though being 
of ſundzie Pines, will topne altogether when they goe a 
ſpovling, and ſo continue all day, and at night goe home 
to their owne Hines, till the next day, vea and ſometime 
with their ſtrength they koꝛce the true Beers to foꝛſake 
their Hiues, and peeld it to them, which though the true 
Bess doe, vet (as J haue ſapd) the robbers will not tarrie 
in it all night, which is the cauſe that ſometime you ſhall 
finde the Niue halfe full of Honey and Maxe, and not a 
Bee to kœpe it. But by this o2dering (as afo:eſayd) 
pou ſhall pꝛeſerue your owne Bees, and foꝛce the robs 
bers to ſtarue, as well they doe deſerue: foʒ that he which 
will not labour is not woꝛthie to eate. | 


To make a couering for 
yout Bees, 


T* His mult be done vpon a rapnie day when the Bees 
are all within, then you muſt ſtop them vp cloſe and 
round while the couer is a making, thꝛuſting in a little 
bollowquill to gine them ap2e,but not to let them tome 
fo:th, fo2 troubling both them and pou: foꝛ ſo long as 
they are ſtopped in, vou may doe what yon will without. 
Now, fo2 the making of. theſe couerings, there is one 
- conumon fault, eſpecially in the Modland countries, 
where they ſet their Bees high, and make their conerings 
of bozds, which in trueth is a double faulf, beſides — 
great 
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great hurt the Bers ſuſtaine by leauing the Hiues ſo na⸗ 


ked: foꝛ they vſe to make and lay their boꝛds like a pent⸗ 
houſe ouer the Hiues, and ſo let them ſtand. Thediſcom- 
moditie is this: firſt, the winde keepeth a great noyſe a⸗ 


mongſt the bo2ds, which kepeth the Bees waking: what 


hurt that is, J haue befoze ſhe wed. Next, the ſtanding of 
the Hiues to high. haue told you befoze what harme the 
winde doth them. Laſtly, the leauing of the Hiues ſo na⸗ 
ked, is woꝛſt ol all, either foꝛ Sommer oz Winter: which 
careleſnes is a chiefe cauſe why this countrey hath fo few 
Beers: my reaſon is this, (the Hiue being ſo naked) in 
winter the colde hath ſuch power ouer the Bees, that it 
doth chill and numbe them ſo, that many of them will fall 
out of their Combes and dye vnder their Hiues, (as by 
remouing in the Spꝛing you ſhall finde not withſtanding 
they haue kode enough, and yet the cold in this countrey 
would not ſo much hurt Bees in Minter, if theSommer 
were not ſo hot: fo2 if the Sommer were moze coler, 
the Minter cold would hurt them no moꝛe here, then it 
doth in Moſcouia, which is karre moꝛe colder then theſe 
countries, and pet there are moꝛe Bees by an hundzeth 


parts, to their no ſmall gaines, by reaſon of their gend v⸗ 


ſage. And in Sommer p nakednes of the Hines is much 
hurtfull to the Bees, foꝛ the hot Sunne ſhining vpon the 
bare Hiues, maketh the Combes ſo ſoft within, that the 
Bees cannot indure to woꝛke, which maketh them lye 
fo2th without ſide of the Pine, and that is the chiefelf 
cauſe why they are ſo long befoze theyſwarme. There⸗ 
foze the beſt couering is to take ſandand Cowdung, oz 
clay with Cowdung tempered together, and hoꝛſedung 
tempered with clap oz ſand is not amiſſe, but amongſt all 
you muſt put a god deale of ſhoꝛt ſtraw, and ſo make it 
into moꝛter, then take Wheate, Barley, oꝛ Rve ſtraw, 
and lay a god deale of it vpon the Hiue, and after that a 
great deale of the mozter 9 you made, and then fa⸗ 
3 ſten 
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ſten it on ſo hard as pou can with a trewell, and ſo let it 
ſtande, then with a paire of Tayloꝛs theres, oꝛ other 
ſheeres, cut away thoſe ſtrawes which hang tolow roũd 
about the hiue, and when the moꝛter is dꝛie, vou may take 
it offand ſet it on againe as oft ag you will, and it wil not 
bꝛeake. And this, as J haue pꝛoued, is the beſt kind of co- 
uering foꝛ Bees, both foꝛ warmenes in Winter and tems 
perature in Sommer, and leſſe charges and ſoncr done 
then any other: foꝛ J haue made my ſelfe and one man 
eleuen of theſe in an houre and a halfe, and one of them 
hath ſerued two yeares : fo2 if vou haue kind Beers vou 
may keepe one ſtocke foure oz flue peares, as my father 
hath done, of ſuch as he conceiued a god liking vnto, and 


they haue done very well. 


To vſe your Bees in 


the Spring. 


A Bout the rri. of March, oz ſoner by thꝛe oꝛ foure 
daies, if you think god, (but alwaies pꝛouided it muſk 


- © beofaraynteo2coldday,fo2 then the Bees will lye vp on 
the top ofthe hiue ) you mult lift enerp ſtocke vp, x ſweepe 


all that filth vnder the hiues away, and ſcrape cleane the 
hoꝛd o2 ſtone whereon they ſtand with a knife oꝛ trewel, 
but while yon are a doing of it, vou mayſet the ſtock vpon 
ſome other boꝛd 02 ſtone till it be done, and when it is 
done, vou map ſet the ſtocke in his place againe : and this 
is it they call remouing of Bees, and is to doe you ſhall 


finde it better then to carrie them to a newe ground, as 


ſome fancie: but in any wiſe be ſure to ſtop them vp a⸗ 
gaine cloſe as they were befoꝛe: foꝛ after you haue ſtop⸗ 
ped them vp at Bartholome wtide, as J haue ſaid befoze, 
vou muſt let them ſtand topped all the Winter with a 


little hole, accozdingasF haue directed you, and ſo pou 


muſt let them ſtand till it be mid Apzill, and then you may 
open 


8 
Y 


jw ordering of Böse 


open them as wide as you will tell Bartholomewtide a⸗ 
— foꝛ if you ſhould open them on the ſudden in the 
Spꝛing, they may be endaungered by robbers, oꝛels ol o⸗ 


ther Bees, which although are no common robbers, yet 
hauing ſpent all their fode in winter, will aduenture ſo2 
moꝛe, if they map calily come by it where it is, and there⸗ 
loꝛe to kœpe them ſtopped till mid Apꝛill ts beſt, foꝛ then 
they are out of daunger of robbers, foꝛ that there is fade 
enough to be gotten abꝛoad. And loꝛ the ſwæping away 
of the filth from vnder them is a ſpeciall thing to be done: 
fo2 if that filth Would be let alone all the Sommer, the 
ſweate ofthe Bers would fall vpon it, which would bꝛerd 
ſuch a loathſome ſtench in the hiue, that it would make 
the Beers lothe to be within it, but rather lye hanging 
without ſide, and yet they will not labour abꝛoad though 
they take no pleaſure to be without, ſo vnwilling thepare 
to take paines where they haue no comfoꝛt, and then 
when cold weather commeth, either they fall to robbing, 
oꝛ els are foꝛced to ſtarue: foꝛ in mine opinion that man 
which hath a ſmoaking houſe and a bꝛawling wife, though 
he haue ns toy to be at home, vet he can haue but ſmalt 
pleaſure abꝛoad, and therefoꝛe god vſage helpeth all. And 
note this, that the chiefeſt ſafegard of Beers conſiſteth in 
theſe two times loking to them, vz. Bartholomewtide, 

and the Opzing : foꝛ I haue knowne ſome folkes, which 
are yet lining to teſtiſie it, that to their iudgements and 
mine, they haue had ſfockes at Bartholowmewtide, 
which haue waped at leaſt ſixtene pounds waight moꝛe 
then mine haue done: wherctoze they haue been ont of 
all doubt (as they thought) of their ſecuritie, pet by fol⸗ 
lowing of their owne mindes, their Bees haue miſca⸗ 
ried and dyed befoꝛe the next Spꝛing after, foꝛ want of 
foode, and mine haue liued and haue had foode enough 
and done well, and this was all thzough god and bad 
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Chus haſt thou (gentle Reader) in bꝛiefe, the effects 
{whercof) if thou put in pꝛattiſe, ſal turne the to a large 
benefite, al wales pꝛouided that thou haue care in perfoz- 
ming that which to ther belongeth: and one thing eſpe- 
cially J am to put the in minde of, that is, to pay thy 
tythes of thy p2ofites in Bees truely, although in moſt 
places they hold they are not tythable, becauſe thep can- 
not be tolde. And indede IJ thinke Bees will hardly be 
pꝛofitable to the Parſon, if he ſhould haue but the tenth 
Bee: but the tenth part of the money which thou takeſt 
fo: (ale of Bas, and the tenth part of the Honey and 
Ware which thou takeſt thy ſelfe,in conſcience is due to 
the Parſon: and this if thou pay truelp, will accoꝛdingly 
be accepted. Vet J remember once there was a Gentle⸗ 
man, a very friend of mine, which had god ſtoꝛe of Bes, 
vnto whom the Parſon (who pet liueth, and J feare is 
one of Martin Malaperts houſe) tame and demanded tythe 
Bees» Tythe Bees (quoth the Gentleman) J neuer pet 
payd any, neither is it the cuſtome in this Pariſh, and A 
am loth to be the firſt that ſhall bꝛing it vp, and yet J am 
bery willing to pay my due; Honey, Money and Ware 
vou ſhall haue with al my heart, but Bes cannot be told, 
therefoꝛe how ſhall J pay them. Told oꝛ told not, (quothj 
the Parſon) 02 due 92 due not, J will haue the tenth 
ſwarme, and you were beſt bꝛing them home tomphouſe. 
Why, then J might deceiue you(quoth the Gentleman) 
and bꝛing vou a Caſtling, oꝛ an after warme foꝛ a whole 
warme. Mell (quoth the Parſon) the Honey, Poney 
and Maxe ſhall make amends foꝛ that. But vou can ne⸗ 
ner haue pꝛofite of thoſe Bes (if they be Cafflings,quoth 
the Gentleman) which J bzing vou. It is no matter foꝛ 
that (quoth the Parſon) bꝛing them me, J pꝛay pou. Well 
it ſhall be done (quoth the Gentleman.) It koꝛtuned with⸗ 
in two daies the Gentleman had a great warme, the 
which he put into a Hiue, and towards night —_— 
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thein home to the Parſons houſe, the Parſon with his 
wife and kamilie he found at ſupper in a faire hall: the 
Gentleman ſaluted them, and told the Parſoi he had 
bought him ſome Bees. J mary (quoth the Parſon) 
this is neighbourly done, J pꝛay pou carrie them into 
my garden. Nay bymytroth (quoth the Gentleman) 4 
will leaue them euen here: with that he gaue the Hiue a 
great knocke againſt the ground, and all the Bes fell 


dut, ſome ſtung the Parſon. ſome his wife, and ſome his 


childꝛen and familie, and out they ran as faſt as they could 
into a chamber, and well was he could make ſhift foꝛ 
himſelfe, leauing their meate vpon the table in the hall. 
The Gentleman went home, carcving his emptie Hiue 
with him. On the next moꝛning the Bees were found in 
aquickſet hedge by a poꝛe man, who ſince hath had god 
p:ofite of them, and is vet lining, Mithin foure dates afs 
ter the Gentleman was cited to appeare befoꝛe the Oꝛ⸗ 
dinary: who when he came, demaunded why he had vſed 
the Parſon after that maner. Why ſir (quoth the Gentles 
man) J haue not miſuſed him to my knowledge. No 
(quoth the Parſon ) did you not make your Bes ſting 
me and all my folkes? Not J(quoth the Gentleman, but 
pou would nerdes haue a ſwarme of Bees, the which J 
b:ought vou home accoꝛding to vour owne requeſt, and 
left in pour hall, and ſince J ſawe them not. J but(quoth 
the D2dinary) why did yon not let them alone in the 
Htue: So J would (quoth the Gentleman) if they had 
ben in mine owne garden. Why did you not let the 
Parſon haue the Hiue (quoth the Oꝛdinarv:) J could 
not ſpare it (quoth the Gentleman,) foꝛ J bought my 
Htue in the market, and J am ſure, as couetous as he is, 
he can haue no tythe of that which J buy in the market, 
Acco2ding to the Engliſh lawes: but J did by his Bees ag 
be willed me, and as 7 haue done by all his other tythes, 
which J haue euer left in his hall; and ſo J did theſe, and 
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pet there was no Bees ener demaunded fo2 tythes in our 
Pariſh till now: and beſides, the ſtatute foꝛ tythes in 
this caſe pꝛouided is on my ſide, but Boney, Money:and 
Mare he ſhall haue with a god will. And that is not 
much amiſle quoth the Dzdinary:) ſo noting the circum? 
ſtances of euery cauſe, gaue ſentence that both of them 

ſhould ſtand to their owne charges. Ho they were 

contented, and after ward became friends, 


and ik they doe not well, J pzay 
Oo we map. 
FINIS. 
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